
Wild blue 
yonder

Unspoilt, authentic and full of good-looking birds 
(real ones), the islands of the North Adriatic, near Pula, 
are the perfect alternative to the usual Croatian party 
circuit. Local writer Isabel Putinja has the lowdown 

on Lošinj, Rab, Cres and Brijuni
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Clockwise from above 
Lunch always tastes 
better by the sea; pine 
trees offer shade along 
250km of trails; walking 
the promenade 
between the towns of 
Mali and Veli Lošinj; the 
island has bays for 
days; Mali Lošinj is a 
pretty stop-off; the 
harbour’s a dream in 
pastel; Corsican salad 
at the Punta restaurant
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What�s the vibe?
Lo�inj is the place to be healthy � it�s known as the 
�island of vitality� � but don�t let that put you o� . A few 
of the refurbished resorts on �ikat cove have styled 
themselves as luxury wellness destinations, but the 
real treat here is ambling through the island�s 
astonishingly beautiful, mountainous terrain, 
crisscrossed by more than 250km of pine-lined trails 
for walkers and cyclists. Feel free to take it easy. 

What should I do? 
Check out the twin harbour towns of Mali Lo�inj and 
Veli Lo�inj. Though mali means little and veli big, Mali 
Lo�inj is the larger of the twins, set along a hairpin-
shaped harbour lined with brightly painted villas. 
Here, The Apoxyomenos Museum tells the story of 
the discovery, recovery and restoration of a Greek 
statue of an athlete that spent 2,000 years on the 
ocean � oor just o�  Lo�inj. You get to meet Apoxy 
himself at the end, but there are no sel� es allowed. 

Who should I meet? 
Click with the 180-strong bottlenosed community 
based around Lo�inj�s archipelago on one of the daily 
three-hour-long dolphin-spotting tours. 

Need to know� 
The balconies overlooking Mali Lo�inj�s harbour 
are transformed into miniature stages for classical 
concerts during the Lo�inj Balconies Festival, taking 
place this year at 8pm on 24 and 25 August.

How do I get there?
Drive across the short bridge from Cres island. Or, 
more romantically, glide into Mali Lo�inj harbour on 
the seasonal passenger ferry from Pula (running June 
to December), the direct car ferry from Zadar or the 
passenger service from Rijeka on the mainland.

Take a hike 
on Lo�inj
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